CHAPTER XVIII.
THE  CHRISTIAN RENEGADES 1843-46.
THE many subjects of complaint and remonstrance referred   1843-6 to in the preceding chapter naturally tended to exasperate          7
rather than soften the reactionary ministers of the Porte, and for some years Canning found the position of adviser to the Sultan a trying and irksome one. Finally an incident occurred which tested to the full his power of enforcing reforms. If he failed, the future was perhaps desperate : if he succeeded, he might feel some confidence in his authority. The case involved much more than ordinary principles of justice and humanity: it required a reversal of a criminal law presumed to be based upon the Koran. A Christian who had embraced Islam had recanted, and by the law of Mohammed was executed. Could this law be repealed ? This was the problem to be solved, and Lord Stratford shall tell the solution in his own words.
" A painful incident, the execution of an individual on MEMOIRS, religious grounds, brought on a most important change in the practice, if not in the principles, of the Sultan's govern- Aug. 1843 merit    A young Armenian,  subject of the  Porte, adopted the Musulman faith, or, to use a vulgar expression, c turned Turk/    He soon repented of his apostasy, and returned to the Church of Christ.    A relapse of this  kind drew down upon  him  the  vengeance  of Turkish  authority.    He  was imprisoned, tried and condemned to death."